FOREWORD

Emancipation of Indian women is the main topic of this
interesting book. It would not be an exaggeration to say that no
other topic is of greater importance for the freedom and progress
of the Indian people. This is not only because women constitute
about half of the population of the country. The other and more
important reason why women's emancipation is of primary importance
is that women as mothers play a vital role in the development of
the intellectual and moral attributes of children. Women in their
capacity as mothers are at present the main carriers of the orthodoxy
and blind faith which prevailm most sections of Indian society. Since
growth of rationalism is necessary for the freedom and progress of
every people, women's emancipation must be regarded as the pre-
condition of Indian renaissance.

Like most other societies, Indian society is male-dominated.
Physical and economic superiority of men is, however, not the main
cause of women's servitude. The main cause is the long established
tradition which says that cooking food, rearing children and looking
after household chorse constitute the only sphere of female occu-
pation. This tradition is shared by men and women alike. That
is why even in families characterised by mutual affection between
husband and wife, women occupy a position of palpable inferiority.
In a society dominated by tradition, female servitude is largely self-
imposed.

Freedom consists of the ability of a person to live a life of
physical well-being and mental development. It is the scope of
mental development-intellectual, moral and aesthetic-which distin-
guishes the human from animal life. Women in our society are not
free mainly because opportunities for mental development are not
available to most of them. This is the main feature of present-day
female servitude. Women's emancipation implies a process by which
women will have the same scope of intellectual, moral and aesthetic
development as men.

Since women's emancipation is. essential for the freedom and
progress of the entire society, the movement for eqality between
the sexes should not be an exclusively women's movement.
Although progressive women must take the lead, the movement for
women's liberation must be a joint effort of both women and men.

Besides women's emancipation, this book deals with many
interesting topics. The book is bound to be a valuable addition to
one's library.
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